


Whereas, it is fitting and proper that Minnesotans learn about and commemorate the
Civil War and the role of Minnesotans in it;

Now, Therefore, I hereby order that:

1. The Civil War Commemoration Task Force is created under Minnesota Statutes,
section 15.0593, to promote and share the rich history of the American Civil War
and Minnesota's connection to it.

2. The task force consists of a constitutional officer appointed by the Governor to
serve as co-chair, two members of the Senate appointed under the rules of the

Senate, two members of the House of Representatives appointed under the rules
of the House of Representatives, a member chosen by the director of the
Minnesota Historical Society, and up to nine citizen members, appointed by the
Governor, who shall have experience or an interest in planning and conducting
public educational programs, and who may include descendants of Minnesotans
who participated in the Civil War. One of the members of the Task Force shall be
selected by the membership of the Task Force to serve as co-chair. Legislative

members' terms are conCUlTent with their terms of office. The Minnesota

Historical Society shall assist with convening and organizing the Task Force.

3. The task force shall oversee the development of statewide, balanced activities

commemorating the Sesquicentennial of the American Civil War and Minnesota's
involvement in it; these activities shall result in a positive legacy and long-term
public benefit.

4. The task force shall encourage civic, historical, educational, economic, and other
organizations throughout Minnesota to organize and pmticipate in activities to
expand the understanding and appreciation of the significance of the Civil War.

5. The task force may provide technical assistance to nonprofit organizations and

local units of government to fmther the commemoration of the sesquicentennial.

6. The task force shall encourage the development and conduct of programs

designed to involve all citizens in activities that commemorate the Civil War.
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